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My Reasons For 

Publishing This Book. 

The many inquiries I have had relative to my method of growing 
my pototo crop, the variety planted, the kind of tools used and the 
yield per acre have led me to prepare this little book. I am indebted 
to the Bateman Mfg. Co., of Greenloch, N. J., manufacturers of the 
Iron Age line of potato machinery, for the use of cuts of their ma- 
chines. I believe in passing a good thing along and am so well 
pleased w_ith my tools after using them a number of seasons that I am 
going to mention them heie in hope that some young man who is bp- 
ginning to think of raising potatoes on some of our run out New 
England farms may be encouraged by my experience to try it far 
himself. ' , 

The potato crop is the crop for New England farmers in my estima- 
tion. My field is yielding close to 400 bushels per acre. I took first 
prize at the Maine State fair against the whole state and at Pine 
Tree Grange fair against this immediate vicinity. 

The farmers who planted sweet corn this year have failed for 3. 
third time to get a full crop and many will think of chai>£fing to some 
other crop next year. I have written this for you if you are one of 
that class and hope my experience may be of use to you. 
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The Important Relation of 

Seed to the Potato Crop. 



Potato growing has developed here in Maine until it may be call- 
ed a science. You do certain things, and you get certain results. In 
the past few years attempts have been made to spread this knowledge 
and others have found difficulty in applying the rules laid down to 
blaze the road to success. 1 have been raising potatoes for some time 
and I have got so it is an old story with me, but I never shall forget 
the time when I first opened my eyes to the possibilities of modern 




potato culture. Spraying with Bordeaux mixture is absolutely nec- 
cessary to secure a crop of potatoes. Without this safe-guard the 
tops blight and die about the time the bottoms get well set, giving 
you a crop of little potatoes for your trouble. 

Many who have sprayed, have met with failure. Some have 
sprayed six times and then lost their crop. There is a tendency to 
lay the trouble onto the sprayer and you hear lots about high pres- 
sure sprayers and nozzles pointing forward, etc. To my mind this is 
wrong. I don't think it has the slightest thing to do with the trouble. 
I am so sure that I told a representative of New England's leading 
agricultural paper that 1 knew it. He was dumbfounded to find my 




field green and growing like July on Sept. 20th. I told him the vari- 
ety made the difference. He thought I was wrong. 1 have been 
making an experiment covering a few years and after I showed the 
results to the editor he was enthusiastic over it, and thought the re- 
sults worth publishing. I realize that there are many struggling 
with this problem and if what 1 have investigated will do you any 
good you are welcome to it. Of course 1 cannot afford to go to the 
expense of printing this little pamphlet without some chance for re- 
turn, so I have made it the medium to advertise seed potatoes. 

You needn't buy unless you want them. You are welcome to 
the information just the same. The whole thing in my opinion 
hinges on the fact that some varieties have greater blight-resisting 
properties than others. I found this out years ago. Since that time 
I have been watching the manifestation of the rule. The conditions, 
when the editor was at my field, were these: My field was a thrifty, 
rank green except once in a while a dead hill. Some were as dry as 
sticks, some were just drooping. These dead hills were of a different 
variety from the green ones. I planted Buffalo for my main crop and 
added Pearl of Savoy, Great Divide, Rose of Erin and Great Un- 
known for the experiment. They were mixed with the other seed 
and planted hit or miss throughout the field and the whole field re- 
ceived the same care. There was nothing to mark the location of the 
odd varieties until the tops dying betrayed their presence. The Pearl 
of Savoy died the first and the Great Divide the last. 

I have compared about all the varieties I know of and the Buffalo 
always comes out ahead. These potatoes were sprayed four times 
with an Iron Age sprayer. No amount of spraying, in my opinion, 
could have kept the varieties that died from blighting. One field of 
Buffaloes kept green till frost with only two sprayings. A field that 
were not sprayed at all gave up the ghost early in the game. The 
first cut shows how the dead stalks looked. This was a hill of 
Great Divide. The second shows the bottoms. This tells its own 
story. 

The Great Divide is a long cylindrical shaped potato while the 
Buffalo are nearly all of a rounded type. The picture shows the dif- 



ference quite plainly. The scales show another difference quite as 
marked. The Great Divide hill yielded 1 lb. 12 ozs. of potatoes. 
The two Buffalo hills 10 lbs. 2 ozs. or an average of 5 lbs. I oz. 
per hill more than two and one half times the yield caused by a 
difference in variety. 1 don't know of a better potato for a 
main crop potato. In fact I plant nothing else because 1 find 1 can 
get potatoes under these as early as from any early variety and they 
keep right on growing and fill the hill up. Last year 1 got single 
specimens weighing 2 lbs. 9 ozs. I had 12 specimens at the fair 
weighing 26 lbs, 7 ozs. These are too large and this year I selected 
smaller potatoes for seed and got smaller size and more in a hill. 

Regarding my method of growing there is no secret It is the 
method usually followed here in Maine. There are old farms in 
Maine that can be bought for $15.00 an acre that will yield 250 to 
350 bushels potatoes per acre to modern methods and machinery, and 
a man can take care of 20 acres alone. 1 almost said a woman could. 
There is no hard work about it. Let the horses do the work. 

Maine Method of Growing Potatoes. 

I spread 1 two horse loads of barn manure per acre on a old run 
out field that hadn't been plowed for years and was cutting less than 
half a ton of hay per acre. This was plowed in in the fall. In the 
spring I harrowed this field as much as I could and planted my pota- 
toes with a Robbins planter using 1200 potato phosphate per acre. 
If I hadn't had the manure 1 would have used a ton of phosphate and 
done a little better I think. As soonas the potatoes were planted I 
started the cultivator. In two weeks I had cultivated between the 
ridges three times and the potatoes were sprouting. The ridges were 
showing signs of life. The little pig weeds were working for all they 
were worth to make a crop and they had lots of company. I took a 
light harrow and harrowed the field one hot morning in June and I 
knocked the stuffing out of them. I knocked about three inches off 
the ridges and in three days you could mark the rows by the pototoes 



coming up. I put the hilling hoes on my No. 80 Iron Age Riding 
Cultivator and went through and threw up a little dirt and covered 
the potatoes right up. In a week I tried to cover them up again but 
couldn't catch them. However I caught the weeids and witch grass 
and kept ahead of them right along. Don't put on too much dirt at 
the first trip. You will heed some more later. Aim to put up about 
one inch depth each time. I cultivated till I couldn't get through 
without dragging the tops with me and sprayed four times with 
Bordeaux and Pjiris Green and quit. I guess I will get my seed back 
anyway. One man said I would get 400 bushels per acre, but I can 
tell better after they are dug. 

The Bordeaux mixture was the regular 5-5-50 formula, 




but I will give it over again and then you can put this away 
if you can't remember it and next spring you can't have the 
excuse that you don't know how to make it. Take 50 lbs. 
Sulphate Copper put it in a bran sack and hang it over the side of a 
50 gallon barrel (regular size) fill with water, put 50 lbs. lime — 60 
doesn't matter — in another barrel, slack slowly as for white wash and 
let it cook till it is smooth as cream, fill the barrel with water and 
you have your stock solutions. Your vitriol will not disolve if plac- 
ed in the bottom of the barrel. Two hours will do the business if 
hung so the vitriol is just submerged in a barrel of water. Fill your 
sprayer half full of water; put in 5 gallons from the vitriol barrel. Fill 
nearly full with water, and add 5 gallons white wash and your poi- 
son. Drive to the field and your stuff is well mixed if you are using 
a sprayer with a revolving agitator. Drive far enough to get up 
pressure after you throw in gear, open your valve and let her go. 
I usually put in one lb. Paris Green to a sprayer and go twice over 
once in each direction. Some times I put in 1 1-2 lbs. and go once, 
over. 1 have never raised a piece that just suited me but I do better 
every year and that is encouraging me to keep on. 

Seed Potatoes. 

I have got to sell some seed potatoes or I will go in the hole as 
getting up this book has cost me nearly fifty dollars all told. Still 
you are not expected to buy if you don't want to. This is a business 
proposition all through as I felt sure if potato growers knew what 
could be done they would strike out on a new line even if it did cost 
a few dollars. 1 believe the Buffalo is the best main crop potato that 
grows. They are great keepers and fine quality. The old ones are 
as good in June as ever and we dig new ones in July and they are O. K. 
They are very slow to sprout and that makes me think that you want 
to get your seed up in the shed and spread it on the floor about three 
weeks before planting time and let it sprout. The sprouts are short 
green ones and are not injured in handling like cellar sprouts 



The Buffalo is a wfiite potato shaped like the Green Mountain 
but rather thicker and slightly russeted. I can also furnish Norcross, 
World's Fair, and White Giant, all of which are white potatoes and 
will be fpund superior to the Green Mountains as producers and in 
blight resisting qualities. I can furnish these for the present at $1 .00 
per bushel F. O. B. Lisbon Falls. These are all good stock, and like 
everything I sell, I guarantee to suit you or your money refunded. 
That is a pretty broad guarantee but 1 have lived up to it for some 
time and intend to keep on. 

If you want any seed potatoes of me next spring the price is $1 .50 
per bushel, package included, freight prepaid within 200 miles on 10 
bushel lots. Now if you want to take them this fall I will make you 
a special price F. O. B. if you will say how many you want. If you 
want to buy an outfit of potato machinery or almost any other farm- 
ing tools, I deal in them and should be happy to have your enquir- 
ies. I sell gasoline engines and threshing machines, cider mills, etc. 
You can get such an outfit as you want on easy terms wherever you 
are. I will buy pine timber land if the price suits. Write me any- 
way if you want to know more fully on any point and I will try to 
make it plain to you. With best wishes for your success as a potato 
grower. 

R. E. GOULD, Lisbon Falls, Maine, 




The Improved Robbins Potato Planter will furrow, mark, fertilize, 
drop and cover far better than is possible to do by hand. 




This is the best tool for the potato grower that I know of. It is 
possible to grow potatoes in land badly infested with witch grass and 
come out ahead, if my directions are followed so the grass doesn't 
get a start. 




This is the third of the Iron Age tools. I was prejudiced against it owing to its galvaniz- 
ed tank but it was so far ahead of other sprayers in other points that 1 decided I would risk 
the tank. After spraying nearly fifty acres this season, the tank was examined on October 
1 st and showed no signs of corrosion and I am ready to recommend it to anyone. The low 
down style does away with one man in filling the tank, the adjustable nozzles allow different 
widths of rows to be sprayed and the nozzles are a revelation to any one who has worked ten 
minutes to start one of the old style nozzles when clogged. 
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